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was profoundly prostrated with grief. Apparently
during the day, some indications showed him that
Purnon, chief steward of Madame, was in the secret
of her decease. Purnon was brought before him pri-
vately, and was threatened with instant death, unless
he disclosed all; full pardon being on the contrary
promised him if he did. Purnon, thus pressed, ad-
mitted that Madame had been poisoned, and under the
circumstance I have just related. " And my brother,"
said the King, " did he know of this ? " " No, Sire, not
one of us was stupid enough to tell him; he has no
secrecy, he would have betrayed us." On hearing this
answer the King uttered a great " ah!" like a man
oppressed, who suddenly breathes again.

Purnon was immediately set at liberty; and years
afterwards related this narrative to M. Joly de Fleury,
procureur-general of the Parliament, by which magis-
trate it was related to me. From this same magistrate
I learned that, a few days before the second marriage
of Monsieur, the King took Madame aside and told
her that circumstance, assuring her that he was too
honest a man to wish her to marry his brother, if that
brother could be capable of such a crime. Madame
profited by what she heard. Purnon remained in her
service; but after a time she pretended to find faults
in him, and made him resign; he sold his post accord-
ingly, towards the end of 1674, to Maurel de Vaulonne,
and quitted her service.